
Phred’s Flight Test by Mike Hamill  

Here's a bit of a yarn from my days way back when I was a young LAC. Ron Sturt, Les Meadows, Leighton 

John and a few others may remember the times that Phredd and Phreddrika, the squadron mascots, used 

to get their wings clipped to ensure they did not go AWOL.  
  
John Bartlett, John Dunn and a Geordie lad whose name escapes me plus those previously mentioned 

decided that it was only right and proper that Phredd and his mate had a post clipping air test and duly 

launched Phredd up in to the air. Not only was Phredd surprised that no matter how hard he flapped his 

wings he was going down; We had, unfortunately, launched Phredd with a rather strong breeze up his tail 

feathers and he somewhat overshot his pond and scared the hell out of the Jengo (Warrant Officer Wally 

Walters) when he crashed into his office window.  
  
Air tests on the ducks were banned from then on and I think the Warrant found the volunteers needed to 

clean out the duck pond in time for AOC's.  

  

A Case of Mistaken Identity by John Malcolm  

In the early sixties, it was not uncommon for Coastal Command Shackleton aircraft to be u/s abroad  

(Norway, Iceland, Bermuda, Canada, etc.) - quite often requiring a replacement engine, prop or the like.  
  



It might be several days before Transport Command could provide an aircraft and crew to ferry out the 

replacement item. However, Coastal Command was very fortunate in that it had it's own private fleet of 

transport aircraft - the Met Hastings of No. 202 Squadron. It was therefore quite common for a crew to be 

called at short notice to ferry some spares to an ailing Shackleton. One such trip was tasked to take a 

replacement engine to Greenwood Nova Scotia:-Aldergrove to Ballykelly; collect engine. Ballykelly to 

Keflavik; night stop. Keflavik to Argentia; refuel. Argentia to Greenwood; night stop, while the engine was 

replaced and the u/s one loaded. Greenwood to Argentia; night stop. Argentia to Ballykelly; unload engine. 

Ballykelly to Aldergrove.  
  
The full crew went on these trips - pilot, co-pilot, flight engineer, navigator, two signalers, and two metmen 

who acted as quartermasters/loadmasters! On this particular trip, apart from the two sergeant Met. men, 

the entire crew was either commissioned or Master Aircrew. Apart from the Met. men, they would 

therefore all be able to stay in the Bachelor Officers Quarters (BOQ) at Argentia. To keep the crew together, 

it was decided, during the Greenwood Argentia leg, to 'promote' the two met men to Master Air Met 

Observers! They changed into civvies before landing, signed in to the BOQ as MAMOs, and all went well, 

including a very pleasant social evening there.  
  
About ten days later, a Royal Air Force police corporal appeared at the Squadron. He was carrying the Form 

1250 of one of the met men (who was not even aware that it was no longer in his possession).  

The 1250 had been found in the BOQ at Argentia; the owner had been tracked down via the booking in book; 

and the ID Card had been returned by the American Military Police! The embarrassed owner said he must 



have dropped it when he was helping the officers with their baggage, and fortunately no one thought to 

query his name being in the book at reception!  

Air Test Went With A Bang by Ron Sturt  

I was as a young SAC sent up on an air-test? It must have been '69 and all went sadly wrong 

when the damn fuel computer blew. When the pilot (can't remember his name) got us back to 

Leconfield just about everyone had heard and were waiting for us. I scuttled to the nearest 

toilet vowing that I would never fly again. I was wrong of course, they said it was something to 

do with falling off a horse - getting back on again. Anyway, second time lucky but I will never, 

ever, forgive him for doing a stall turn in a Whirlwind with me as a passenger!  
  
By the way I do remember the air test attempt on the ducks. Phredd had a real hatred of me 

after that. Probably why I'm paranoid now!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Another Airtest – by Richard Castle 
 

 

 



The Stopwatch – by Mike Hamill 

 



 The Trawlermans Tale – by Mike Watson



 



Gone Gnome – by Richard Castle 

 

 

 



Never Volunteer – by Richard Castle 

 



 



Guardian Angel – by Pete Fuller 

 



 



 



 



Death by Friendly Fire - the story of Flt Sgt. R. Laverty, 202 Squadron 

By John Mulholland  

 



 



 



 



 


