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So what has the Squadron been up to over the last 6 months?  Well the 
annual tally of jobs was calculated in early January with another busy 
year had by all 3 flights.  In total 202 Squadron took part in 717 SAROPS, 
assisting 512 people.  Again this is as a result of continued efforts by 
Squadron personnel to raise awareness of our service to the various 
civilian emergency agencies.

Once again Squadron personnel have been recognised for their continued 
bravery and skill in the air.  Of particular relevance was the award of a 
Green Endorsement to Charlie Logan.  I believe he was too modest to tell 
you about his escapade therefore I will.  

Charlie was the captain of R131. At his side was Louis Stanton, who was 
on his first ever shift, Rick Maving was the Radop and Andy Rowland 
the Winchman.  R131 had been diverted from training to assist with what 
turned out to be two separate fallers in the Lake District.  Having 
delivered the second casualty to hospital the pressure was off and Charlie 
decided to leave Andy at the hospital to hand over, whilst the rest of R131 
went to Carlisle for fuel.  On returning to the hospital, the aircraft 
suffered a No. 2 generator failure.  Not a major problem considering the 
weather was good and it was daylight.  So decision made, R131 would 
return to base and the problem be investigated.  Just as the crew lifted 
from the hospital the radio crackled into life: another job on Sca Fell - at 
least one with serious injuries!  At this time Charlie decided to accept the 
rescue, as the generator problem was nothing more than a minor distrac-
tion.   

There was no obvious sign of the casualty when R131 arrived on scene, 
so, as is frequently the case, the crew began to search and request further 
information.  It was at this point that Rick reported he couldn’t transmit 
on HF and then the radar picture disappeared and finally the infrared 
picture vanished.  This all happened as Charlie was approaching the 
hover and was demanding low power.  Then the AVAD warning sounded, 
drawing his attention to a double computer failure. This left Charlie stuck 
with low power when actually he required high power, not a good 
situation to be in!  Faced with a helicopter that didn’t want to fly, whilst 
stuck up against a mountain, Charlie manoeuvred away from the hillside 
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 exemplary fashion and eventually landed at the Wasdale Head for tea 
and medals!  

With R131 broken in a field, R128 from Leconfield was scrambled to 
continue the rescue.  An investigation by the engineers discovered that 
an underperforming No. 1 Rectifier had disguised the full extent of 
Charlie’s original problem; this eventually led to a total DC power failure.  
For his clear and decisive actions, Charlie was awarded a Green Endorse-
ment to his Flying Log Book.

Many of the jobs that 202 Squadron were involved in made the national 
headlines.  D Flight at RAF Lossiemouth assisted in the in the avalanche 
at Glen Coe. Following an exciting winching serial with the aircraft 
positioned nose into the terrain and with no escape option, two priority 
casualties were recovered.  A ‘Highland Emergency’ cameraman, Steve 
Allen, assisted with CPR and was awarded a SARFC Commendation.  
Lossiemouth also attended both Super Puma crashes in the North Sea and 
Boulmer also attended the second Puma crash off of Aberdeen.  At the 
beginning of the year A Flight, RAF Boulmer, completed its 4000th job 
by rescuing 2 walkers in the Cheviots at night.  

As the saying goes ‘the only constant is change’!  Over the last 6 months 
there have been many departures and additions, too many to list here.  
Significantly Squadron Leader John Sheldon who returns to 202 Squad-
ron after commanding 1564 Flight in the Falklands has replaced OC D 
Flight Squadron Leader Heald at the helm.  Squadron Leader McGurk 
has relinquished command of E Flight for sunnier climates, soon to be 
replaced by Squadron Leader Reeks who joins the SARF from the Merlin.  
Finally OC 202, Wing Commander Bastable will shortly be handing 
control of 202 Squadron to Wing Commandder Mackmin, a Puma pilot 
before joining the SARF.

I very much look forward to working with the Squadron Association over 
the coming years.  Hopefully I will get the opportunity to meet many of 
you in Gibraltar in June.  Meanwhile if I can assist you in anyway feel 
free to contact me at A Flight, RAF Boulmer.

Justin Shaw
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CECIL JOHN BARRINGTON ORR
To my shame, I have lost the contributor’s name - HC

Cecil was born in Omagh, Northern Ireland on 24th June 1920. His father was a 
bank manager and he had two sisters who were both quite a bit older that him. 
He spent his childhood in Omagh and was madly keen on things mechanical and 
became very interested in aeroplanes. 

Cecil was very much a family person. This was probably because he was partly 
brought up by his elder sister Dorothy who was 12 years older than him. She 
was always left in charge of the younger children while her parents spent time 
socialising. In spite of this Cecil was very close to his mother. “A sweet and 
gentle person” He would look forward to the family holidays in Strabane and at 
Bangor.

Cecil enlisted in the RAF on 4th May 1938, He was seventeen years old. He was 
assigned to 2 Depot at Cardington in the Electrical Wireless School as a trainee 
wireless operator. On 1st November 1938 he was transferred to 1 wing. From 
there he went to Belfast to work on the Short and Harland aircraft as part of his 
training.

He spent some time in Hospital after contracting pneumonia and was consid-
ered unfit for flying service. He applied for postings as an Air gunner but was 
initially refused on grounds of poor health. He had now achieved the rank of 
Airman 1st class. As Cecil was good at what he did he was promoted over the 
next 2 years to the rank of Leading Aircraftman.

Finally on 27th September 1941 he was passed fit for duty as an air gunner and 
promoted to the rank of Sergeant on 1st October 1941.  On 4th June 1942 he was 
transferred to 202 squadron at Gibraltar.  He was assigned to the Short Sunder-
land Flying Boats patrolling the English Channel and Convoy Escort. He was a 
crew member on Short Sunderland TQ-M W4029.

On 31st August while returning from an escort duty they crashed short 
of the flare path killing all but one of the crew. Cecil was 22 yearsold.
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